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Basic-words make up the main part of lexical system. The study of them is 
undoubtedly of great importance in view of their difference in use between 
ancient and modern and between north and south, and of their development and 
variations affecting the whole lexical system of the language. This dissertation 
chooses five sets of basic-verbs—in the meaning of EATING, BEATING, 
SEEING, HEARING, and WALKING—as the objects, and makes a comparative 
study of each in terms of synonymous paradigm system and polysemic paradigm 
system, both along synchronical and diachronical lines. Firstly the paper gives a 
detailed description of the synonymous paradigm systems of the five sets of 
basic-verbs evolving with different historic periods and distributing in the 
modern Chinese dialects; secondly it makes an investigation on the diachronic 
evolution and synchronic distribution in modern Chinese dialects of the 
polysemic paradigm systems of five dominant verbs, each in a sense representing 
one of the five sets. In order to gain a panoramic view of the matter, 
tempo-spatial comparison is attempted whenever necessary. From the viewpoint 
of root, paradigm and meaning, the development and the situation of the 
members of each set are complex and complicated. There are four features in the 
relation between diachronic evolution and synchronic distribution: firstly, 
synchronic distribution in dialects of basic-verbs is not only the result but also 
the process of diachronic evolution. Secondly, the domain, value and lexeme of 
the basic-verbs are varying from ancient to modern, and from north to south. 














competition between common language and its contemporary dialects. Fourthly, 
the change and development of the verbs reflects the orbit of Chinese language 
evolution from synthetic type to analytical type. On the basis of this, the paper 
goes on to probe into some theoretical problems of basic-words in dynamic 
process, including evolved patterns of basic-words along with the motives, the 
types of meaning change, the cause of change, semantic weakening, as well as 
hierarchy and gradience, as well as the relation between stability and variation of 
basic-words. According to the result of the sampling research in this paper, the 
paper forms its own ideas on the issues of demarcation of the Chinese lexical 
history and on the regional layout the modern Chinese dialects. It should be 
noted that the tempo-spatial comparative study between ancient and modern and 
between north and south is the first attempt in the researches of the Chinese 
basic-words so far. 
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